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Warming Hearts with “Scarves for Christmas” 

 
St. Andrew Methodist Church members lead effort for the second year, resulting in 1,525 scarves 

 for neighbors in need at The Storehouse of Collin County 
 
 

PLANO, TEXAS – Dec. 4, 2023 – “Scarves for Christmas” 

proved to be another year-long labor of love for a group 

of ladies who worked day and night knitting and 

crocheting 1,525 scarves for neighbors in need at The 

Storehouse of Collin County. On Thursday, Nov. 20 and 

Saturday, Dec. 2, the group distributed the scarves to 

each family coming to receive food. To add to the 

merriment, they arranged for Santa and his elves as well 

as carolers to entertain the families while waiting to 

receive their food. 

“When we first launched this effort for 2021, we 

distributed a grand total of 621 scarves,” said Elizabeth 

Thomas, founder of Scarves for Christmas. “With the 

rising number of neighbors coming to The Storehouse 

for food – approximately 1,300 weekly – we knew we 

had to do more!  I’m so proud to say that our group of 55 ladies, with the help of Warm Up America who 

donated over 400 scarves to us, surpassed our goal! Each scarf is created with so much love, and we pray 

over each one for our neighbors. Creating one scarf can take anywhere from 4-20 hours depending on the 

complexity of its pattern. It is our hope that the scarves not only provide warmth for our neighbors but also 

warm their hearts, serving as a reminder that we are all one community, and we care for one another.” 

The group, originally formed in 2021, recruited women from all over DFW as well as some outside of Texas. 

Many participated in St. Andrew’s prayer shawl ministry, which provides warm shawls to those in the hospital; 

however, with the pandemic, hospital visits stopped. 

 

 

 

 

Scarves for Christmas: Elizabeth Thomas 
(right) and her group of volunteers distributing 
scarves to neighbors at The Storehouse’s food 
pantry on Thursday, November 20. 
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St. Andrew member Elizabeth Thomas had the idea to make scarves for the neighbors coming to The 

Storehouse following a moving personal experience. Her friend and Scarves for Christmas co-founder Patti 

Hoff brought her a prayer shawl one Christmas season during a very difficult time in her life.   

“I was overwhelmed with love and comfort from Patti’s beautiful homemade gift,” said Thomas. “After visiting 

with her, we both felt a subsequent calling to spread similar comfort, joy, and cheer to others. As we reached 

out to others to participate, we had an overwhelming response. Because it was the middle of the pandemic, 

we connected over Zoom for that first year sharing crocheting and knitting techniques while working on our 

scarves. The effort was such a grand success we decided we would start the effort again in 2023!” 

Once all scarves were completed, they were sorted, individually wrapped, and tied with a bow. Each 

packaged scarf also included a Christmas card with a prayer of encouragement in English and Spanish. On 

November 29, the group came together for a special blessing of the scarves, led by St. Andrew Pastor 

Jennifer Powell.  

“Both Patti and I feel that Christmas is a way of life at St. Andrew and The Storehouse of Collin County,” said 

Thomas. “We cannot adequately express our gratitude to all who spent countless hours crafting these 

beautiful, colorful scarves. We have seen firsthand that they are comforting to our neighbors.  I’ll never forget 

one summer following our 2021 Christmas scarf distribution when I was volunteering at The Storehouse.  As I 

was placing groceries into a neighbor’s car on that hot summer day, I saw one of our scarves pinned to her 

car seat and was overcome with emotion. I knew that it must serve as a reminder of the love and care we 

have for her. This is what it is all about. We hope to launch another Scarves for Christmas effort in 2025.”  

# # # 

The Storehouse of Collin County, a nonprofit founded in 2009, provides short-term assistance and long-term transformation to 
residents of Collin, Dallas, and Denton Counties through four programs. Seven Loaves Food Pantry serves over 5,000 families 
each month; Joseph’s Coat Clothing Closet provides clothing at no cost; Project Hope Neighbor Care offers case management and 
resource referral; and The Academy Education Program provides free and reduced-cost classes to assist with language, job, or life skills 
development. During its previous fiscal year, The Storehouse served 146,922 unduplicated neighbors with the support of more than 
2,000 volunteers. In August 2023, the North Texas Food Bank honored The Storehouse with the Hope for Tomorrow Award. 
Visit www.thestorehousecc.org. The Storehouse EIN: 27-1883333 

 
 

A Year-Long Effort: Elizabeth Thomas, (front, 
second from the right), hosting volunteers with 
the Scarves for Christmas project at her home in 
August. The group works year-round knitting and 
crocheting scarves to reach their goal of ensuring 
each family that visits the food pantry at The 
Storehouse receives a handmade scarf. Each of 
the banana boxes contains scarves that have been 
finished and gift-wrapped.  
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